Housing and Care for Older People Research Network

Sixth Meeting, Thursday 9th November 2006, 13:00–15:30,

London School of Economics, Main Building, Room A588

Minutes

1. Welcome and introductions

Robin welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited people to introduce themselves.

Present: Theresia Bäumker (PSSRU), Alex Billeter (EAC), Steve Brown (BT), Robin Darton (PSSRU), Jane Dennett (PSSRU), John Galvin (EAC), Julienne Hanson (UCL), Jeanne Katz (OU), Wendy Knibb (Surrey), Kevin McKee (Sheffield), Julienne Meyer (City), Lisa Nash (PSSRU), Ann Netten (PSSRU), Dorota Osipovič (UCL), Allison Smith (Keele), Judith Torrington (Sheffield), Hedieh Wojgani (UCL), Reem Zako (UCL).
Apologies: Lorraine Annison (Norfolk Learning Difficulties Service), Bernadette Bartlam (Keele), John Bergin (Wolverhampton), Miriam Bernard (Keele), Vanessa Burholt (Bangor), Deborah Clogg (Oxford Brookes), Karen Croucher (York), Simon Evans (UWE), Philippa Hare (JRF), Khim Horton (Surrey), Jannet James (retired, formerly University of Hull), Andrew Kerslake (Oxford Brookes), Peter Lansley (Reading), Andrew Milburn (Cumbria Partnership NHS Trust), Moira Owens (Wolverhampton), Judith Phillips (Swansea), Nicola Plastow (Brunel), Jeremy Porteus (Care Services Improvement Partnership, DH), Clare Skidmore (Care Services Improvement Partnership, DH), Pat Sweet (Foundation for Assistive Technology), Anthea Tinker (KCL), Sarah Vallelly (Housing 21), Alison Wright (Easy Living Home Ltd).
2. Minutes of fourth meeting, 25th April 2006

The minutes of fourth meeting were agreed. (The fifth meeting on 8th September at the BSG conference in Bangor was not minuted.)

3. JISCmail discussion list and website

Robin updated colleagues on the progress with creating a JISCmail discussion list and a website dedicated to the network. The JISCmail list has been created and individuals can either register themselves (at http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/) or ask Jane Dennett to register them. She can do so only on receipt of a written request (an e-mail is adequate).

PSSRU is working towards creating a live website (www.hcoprnet.org.uk). When it is live, minutes of meetings will be available on it. It was agreed that the minutes of previous meetings would be reviewed before they were made available on the website. It had been suggested at the meeting in April that the website should have a ‘members only’ section, and Robin confirmed that this would be investigated further.

The aim is for the mailing list and the website to be a medium of communication between all members of the group, and not just between the PSSRU and others. It was hoped that the research activities database (see item 4) would provide a valuable means of communicating information about research projects. The website would have links to other organisations, as noted at the meeting in April, and Robin invited further suggestions of potential links.

4. Research activities database

Robin reported that there had been some progress in the development of the research activities database since the meeting in April, and that further work on this would be undertaken once the work on the website had been completed.

5. Links to other organisations

It was noted that the joint meeting with the National Care Home Research and Development (NCHR&D) Forum at the BSG conference in September had provided a useful opportunity to discuss common research interests. It had been agreed that the groups had rather different aims and should remain separate, but that they should maintain links. Julienne Meyer encouraged members to contact her if they wished to join the mailing list for the NCHR&D Forum. Julienne also brought the My Home Life review for Help the Aged to the group’s attention.

6. Future programme and topic and date for next meeting

Jeremy Porteus had asked whether the programme of meetings could be fixed in advance. Robin noted that, at present, it was easier to organise one meeting at a time, given the difficulty of coordinating a speaker, room hire and individuals’ diaries. The starting point for the main meetings was enlisting a speaker who could give a presentation. It was envisaged that there would be two such meetings a year in London (one in or around April, the other in October/November), plus a lunchtime session at the BSG conference, which was normally in September.

Robin invited suggestions for the presentation and date of next meeting.

7. Any other business

There was no other business.

8. Presentation by Julienne Hanson, Bartlett School of Graduate Studies, University College London

Title: Lifestyle Monitoring as a Predictive Tool in Telecare: The Inside Story.

A copy of the related presentation for TeleMed and eHealth ’06 is available (http://www.hcoprnet.org.uk/docs/hanson20061109.ppt).

9. Discussion of presentation

The meeting closed with a discussion of Julienne’s presentation.
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