Housing and Care for Older People Research Network

Second Meeting, Friday 15th July 2005, 1300-1400; 

British Society of Gerontology Annual Conference, Keele, Room CBA1.078

Minutes

1. Welcome and introductions

Robin Darton (PSSRU), Ann Netten (PSSRU), Ann-Marie Muncer (PSSRU), Anthea Tinker (KCL), Simon Evans (UWE), Karen Croucher (York), Robin Means (UWE), Fay Wright (KCL), Jeremy Porteus (Care Services Improvement Partnership, DH), Sheila Peace (OU), Jan James (retired, formerly University of Hull).

2. Membership list, discussion list and website

We discussed membership and shared e-mail addresses so that an electronic list can be created by the PSSRU. The PSSRU will circulate a list of other researchers that might be interested in joining the network. Current members will add additional people to the list to increase the breadth of related areas covered by the network (for example, occupational therapy).

We agreed that we would like to see the network making international links but that the national picture would take priority.

3. Sharing information

It would be useful know which extra care housing schemes, providers and authorities are already being approached for or used in current research projects. For practical reasons and issues of confidentiality, we decided against setting up a database to share such information. Instead, we agreed that researchers would e-mail each other to check the current situation on an individual basis.

4. Future meetings

We agreed that future meetings should be around specific topics, with one person giving a 20-minute presentation, followed by an hour of discussion around that issue. Jeremy has offered to lead one such meeting informing the network about research questions identified by funders and providers through the LIN.

We plan to apply for ESRC seminar series funding, with the view to producing a publication at the end of it. 

As it would be useful to be able to read across research in this field, the more we can build on each others’ work and use the same tools and/or questions, the better. Our next meeting will be to discuss research instrumentation (including useful questions, scales and lessons learned from previous research).
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