Housing and Care for Older People Research Network

Seventh Meeting, Tuesday 17th April 2007, 14:00–16:00,

London School of Economics, Main Building, Room A316

Minutes

1. Welcome and introductions

Robin welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited people to introduce themselves.

Present: Zoe Benedetti (PSSRU), Alex Billeter (EAC), Marion Cole (PSSRU), Karen Croucher (York), Robin Darton (PSSRU), Jane Dennett (PSSRU), Simon Evans (UWE), John Galvin (EAC), Christine Hall (PSSRU), Lynda Hance (PSSRU), Julienne Hanson (UCL), Nat Lievesley (CPA), Lisa Nash (PSSRU), Ann Netten (PSSRU), Helen Ogilvy (Helen Ogilvy Associates), Chris Paige (PSSRU), Bernard Styan (PSSRU), Anthea Tinker (KCL), Erica Tinsley (Government Office for the SE), Judith Torrington (Sheffield), Gail Tucker (Cedars Consultancy Ltd), Sarah Vallelly (Housing 21), Hedieh Wojgani (UCL), Fay Wright (KCL).

Apologies: Susana Alves (Edinburgh College of Art), Theresia Bäumker (PSSRU), Liz Cairncross (Picker Institute Europe), Christina Longden (Foundations), Peter Lansley (Reading), Kevin McKee (Sheffield), Julienne Meyer (City), Clare Skidmore (Care Services Improvement Partnership, DH), Reem Zako (UCL).

2. Minutes of sixth meeting, 9th November 2006

The minutes of the sixth meeting were agreed.

3. JISCmail discussion list and website

Robin circulated a print-out of the network web page (www.hcoprnet.org.uk). He noted that it had been suggested at an earlier meeting that the website should have a ‘members only’ section. However, he now suggested that the website be open access, to avoid the need for registering and having to create and remember a username and password. Robin confirmed that all web content (including minutes of meetings, which will be available through the website in due course) would be checked to ensure that it was appropriate for open access.

The aim is for the website to be a medium of communication between all members of the group, and not just between the PSSRU and others. It was originally intended to create a research activities database linked to the website, and Andrew Fenyo at the PSSRU at Kent had developed the structure of the database. However, after discussions with Gilly Crosby and Nat Lievesley from the Centre for Policy on Ageing (CPA), staff at the PSSRU decided to recommend that the CPA’s existing database, the National Database of Ageing Research (NDAR) (see item 4), should be used instead of developing a separate database. No one disagreed with this proposal. Accordingly, a link to the NDAR will be added to HCOPRnet website.

4. National Database of Ageing Research (NDAR)
Nat Lievesley circulated handouts about NDAR. He explained that CPA had been active in research in the field of ageing since the 1950s, and had developed a number of resources (such as AgeInfo). Ideally all entries to the database would be open access and practice-based. The aim of NDAR is to capture current research, although entries are not removed once the research has been completed. The site has been set up so that researchers can add their own information, and will have ownership of their own records. Entries are monitored before they are posted live, to provide a check on technical issues such as formatting, and also to screen out inappropriate material. However, there is no intention to censor legitimate material. Where researchers do not have the confidence to post information themselves, Nat and his colleagues will provide assistance.

The information provided by researchers will be used to provide a list of research studies. The advantage of this is that items on the list will show up in a Google search, whereas they would not if they were restricted to the database.

The CPA has produced a Word document for the database, but they would prefer researchers to use this as guidance rather than for data entry purposes.

In addition, researchers can choose from a list of keywords to describe their work, but they can also suggest their own keywords.

Robin noted that research on housing has often been marginalised in the field of social care, and hoped that the NDAR would develop a comprehensive database of housing research, and raise its profile.

5. Links to other organisations

Robin noted that a few links had been identified at previous meetings (such as the British Society of Gerontology, the Housing Studies Association and the National Care Home Research and Development Forum), and that a link will be added to the NDAR (see item 3). Links will be added to other relevant sites, such as the Housing Learning & Improvement Network (the Housing LIN). Other suggestions for links would be welcomed.

6. Future programme and topic and date for next meeting

Simon Evans and Sarah Vallelly have offered to give a presentation at the next full meeting, which will be held in October/November, date to be confirmed. [Date of next meeting: 10th October 2007 later changed to 24 October 2007 at Bankside, LSE. Note: this is not on the main LSE site. Close to Tate Modern]

In addition, Ann Netten had suggested that problems in research design and methodology might be a suitable topic for discussion at an informal lunchtime meeting at the British Society of Gerontology conference in September, and it was agreed that the PSSRU would pursue this.

7. Any other business

There was no other business.

8. Presentation by Anthea Tinker and Fay Wright, Institute of Gerontology, King’s College London
Title: Remodelling Sheltered Housing and Residential Care Homes to Extra Care Housing: Some Findings.

A copy of the presentation is available (http://www.hcoprnet.org.uk/docs/tinker20070417.ppt).

9. Discussion of presentation

The meeting closed with a discussion of Anthea and Fay’s presentation.
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