Housing and Care for Older People Research Network

Third Meeting, Monday 17th October 2005, 14.00-16.00, 

King’s College London, Franklin-Wilkins Building, Room G70

Minutes

1.
Welcome and introductions

Present: Robin Darton (PSSRU), Ann Netten (PSSRU), Ann-Marie Towers (PSSRU), Laura Dawson (PSSRU), Anthea Tinker (KCL), Simon Evans (UWE), Bernadette Bartlam (Keele), Maria Brenton (retired, formerly at Bristol), Sigurveig Sigurdardottir (visiting from the University of Iceland).

Apologies: Miriam Bernard (Keele), Vanessa Burholt (Bangor), Garuth Chalfont (Sheffield), Roger Clough (Lancaster), Karen Croucher (York), Sarah Curtis (QMUL), Julienne Hanson (UCL), Leonie Kellaher (London Metropolitan), Robin Means (UWE), Helen Ogilvy (Sefton Metropolitan Borough Council), Sheila Peace (OU), Judith Phillips (Swansea), Jeremy Porteus (Care Services Improvement Partnership, DH), Moyra Riseborough (Riseborough Research and Consultancy Associates), Keith Sumner (Greater Peterborough PCP), Judith Torrington (Sheffield), Sarah Vallelly (Housing 21), Hedieh Wojgani (UCL), Fay Wright (KCL).

2.
Membership list, discussion list and website

Prior to the meeting, the PSSRU had informed members of the proposal to set up an electronic mailing list for members using the national jiscmail system. The system would allow non-members to read the postings but would ensure that only members could add comments. We agreed that this was a good way to take things forward. Those who had expressed interest in joining the network would be included on the initial version of the list, and details of the joining procedure would be circulated to others identified as potentially interested. It was also noted that it would be important to advertise the list at forums like the BSG to encourage other people to sign up (we particularly noted the importance of flagging the list to the Care Homes Forum members). We all agreed that it was too early to be thinking about a website for the network and that we would return to this in the future.

3.
Research activities database

Robin reported that, following the meeting at Keele, Jeremy Porteus had prepared an outline of basic information that could be collected about research projects to help shape future research programmes and identify gaps in research. It was noted that there had been concerns about issues of confidentiality at the previous meeting, and so it had been decided not to proceed with creating a database containing details of the agencies involved. However, a draft form based on Jeremy’s outline had been prepared and was tabled for discussion. Everyone was happy with the content of the form, as it did not ask for anything confidential, and it was agreed to circulate an electronic version of the form for details of projects to be supplied to the PSSRU to be entered into a database.

Anthea circulated information about her study with Fay Wright and colleagues: Remodelling Sheltered Housing and Residential Care Homes to Extra Care Housing. Anthea asked the group again whether they could let her know which remodelled schemes they are currently working with across the country so that we avoid overburdening particular schemes and providers. Ann-Marie explained about a current PSSRU project (Older People’s Perceptions of Control: The Impact of Service Settings in Long-Term Care) and agreed to let Anthea and Fay know the schemes involved in this project, as soon as the authority had given their consent.

Robin read out an e-mail from Sheila Peace about a new study, funded by Jewish Care and Nightingale House (Jewish Care Home in South London), Jeanne Katz and Caroline Holland are about to undertake. The research will run for 6 months and is the first phase of a research study concerning ‘the future of housing with care for older Jewish people in southern England’. In addition, a message from Sheila about the forthcoming book Environment and Identity in Later Life, which describes the ‘wheel of life’ research tool for qualitative interviews, was relayed to the meeting. Anybody interested in this would be welcome to contact Sheila.

4.
Proposals for a seminar series

We agreed that as the Care Homes Forum has just started its seminar series and our network is still very new, we will return to the issue of a Housing and Care for Older People seminar series when we have a clearer idea about what we would like to get out of it (e.g. a book or a proposal for further research etc).

5.
Research instrumentation

Ann informed the group about the PSSRU’s national evaluation of the Extra Care Housing Initiative and the sort of data we are planning to collect. The following research instruments and questions were discussed:

· Crichton Royal Behaviour Scale: A simple measure of mental and physical capacity being used in Anthea’s study. One would ideally collect directly from the older person but Anthea needs to ask the warden in her new study, so that the information compares to her 1989 Evaluation of Very Sheltered Housing.

· Single Assessment Process (SAP): Simon suggested tapping into the information collected as part of the SAP. He has been provided with anonymous data on the assessments of the older people in his study and has found it very useful. Issues of getting the authority to share this type of information, without explicit consent from the older people, were raised. The Centre for Policy on Ageing has a useful section about SAP on its website.

· HOOP: Maria mentioned that the ‘How is your home?’ part of the HOOP has proved very useful in other studies. It needs to be adapted for a rental market but is otherwise a good tool.

· CASP-19: Bernadette has used the CASP-19 (developed as part of the ESRC Growing Older research) and found it a good measure of mental well-being.

· ELSA: The English Longitudinal Study on Ageing is a useful source of research instrumentation and materials.

· Questions about residents’ expectations during the transition stage of moving into the schemes. It would be helpful to ask people how they expect their life to be different now that they live in ECH and then follow this up later on (6 months down the line) to see if they feel the same way.

The PSSRU invited network members to suggest individual questions that they would like us to ask in our study, as a follow-up to their own work. We all agreed that it would be helpful if we could try and include a few key questions, common to all projects, so that we could make comparisons. We also discussed how easy it would be for us to try and use the same research instruments in future projects. There are barriers, such as comparability to researchers’ previous works, which might make this difficult to do in practice.

6.
Next meeting

The next meeting will be held in the Easter vacation in London. Date and venue tbc, but the venue will be either LSE or KCL. The topic of the next meeting will be methodology, continuing the theme of the present meeting. If we meet at KCL again, around lunch time, then we will tell members that they can meet informally for lunch in the cafeteria before the main meeting begins. It was noted that people based in the North would welcome a local meeting, and that a meeting would be arranged at the BSG Conference in Bangor in September 2006.
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