Housing and Care for Older People Research Network

Inaugural Meeting, Tuesday 19th April 2005, 10:30 a.m., 

London School of Economics, Room A219

Minutes

1. Welcome and introductions

Robin Darton (PSSRU), Ann Netten (PSSRU), Jacquetta Williams (PSSRU), Ann-Marie Muncer (PSSRU), Anthea Tinker (KCL), John Bergin (Wolverhampton), Miriam Bernard (Keele), Simon Evans (UWE), Karen Croucher (York), Judith Torrington (Sheffield).

2. Research interests of attendees

We agreed to circulate details of our research interests by e-mail to the other members of the research network. Summaries of current and recent work were circulated by Mim Bernard, Simon Evans and Anthea Tinker.

We shared experiences of research in extra care housing and discussed particular issues of interest with regard to this type of housing and care. Topics discussed included: the different models of extra care housing, current space standards and design features, future proofing, definitions of assistive technology (and telecare), tenure and the tension of creating a balanced population. We also noted the importance of research into all forms of housing and care, as the majority of older people still live in their own homes.

3. Progress to date and expressions of interest

PSSRU circulated a list of other researchers that we might approach about joining the network. The list is not exhaustive and may need revision as it was compiled on the basis of a literature review, meaning some authors may no longer be involved in this area of research and others may have been missed. We agreed that those present would give the PSSRU feedback on their suggestions and that PSSRU would cross-reference this with the BSG directory.

Robin Darton informed the group that Sarah Curtis (Queen Mary), Moira Owens (Wolverhampton), Sheila Peace (Open University) and Moyra Riseborough (Birmingham) had expressed an interest in being involved in the network, and that Sheila Peace had indicated that the BSG would be likely to be interested in supporting the group. Jeremy Porteus had indicated that the DH would be keen to be involved also.

4. Purpose of the Network

It was decided that the research network should be primarily for researchers in the field and not broadened to commissioners, policy makers and end users at this stage, in order to provide a forum for the views of researchers. However, to ensure that the network shares information with these key groups, we agreed that a number of ways of sharing information would be pursued:

· Seminars

· Circulation of papers

· A public website

We agreed that it would be helpful to have an on-going electronic discussion list for members and that eventually this might be integrated into the private pages of a website, with published material, links and information on the public pages.

We will look into applying for ESRC funding for a seminar series as soon as possible, and PSSRU offered to set up an electronic discussion list and host a website.

The following suggestions were made for the focus of the network:

· Information exchange

· Collaboration on research proposals

· Developing messages for commissioners and providers

· Sharing methodological experiences

· Suggesting new programmes of research

· Ethical issues (in research and directly relating to housing and care policies and standards)

To avoid confusion, we agreed that the name of the network should include the words ‘older people’ (see title of minutes).

5. New Dynamics of Ageing Programme

We discussed what was required for the programme and agreed that if anyone on the network found out any further information, they would share it with the group. The deadline for expression of interests for collaborative bids is 5:00 p.m. on the 31st May.

6. Administrative arrangements

· PSSRU to set up a list of possible researchers and organisations (e.g. The Housing Studies Association) who might want to be involved in the network, once other people’s suggestions have been received.

· Individuals to email details of their own research interests to the group.

7. Future meetings: frequency, location, timing and content

We agreed that the network would meet at least once a year at the BSG conference, but will endeavour to meet more regularly by applying for ESRC funding to set up a seminar series. This can be discussed further at the next meeting.

8. Next meeting

Friday 15th July: lunchtime or teatime slot at the BSG conference at Keele, in conjunction with the symposium on extra care housing.

9. AOB

None.
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