Housing and Care for Older People Research Network

Thirteenth Meeting, Wednesday 22nd April 2009, 14:00–16:00,

London School of Economics, Tower One, Room U203
Minutes

1. Welcome and introductions

Robin welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited people to introduce themselves.

Present: Theresia Bäumker (PSSRU), Alex Billeter (EAC), Karen Croucher (York), Robin Darton (PSSRU), Trevor Edwards (Housing LIN), Sue Garwood (Extra Care Specialist), Paul Nash (Swansea), Sheila Peace (OU), Anthea Tinker (KCL).

2. Minutes of twelfth meeting, 22nd October 2008
The minutes of the twelfth meeting were agreed.

3. JISCmail discussion list and website

Robin noted that there had been some concern that members of the network were not receiving messages sent to the list. However, no problems had been experienced by those attending the meeting.

Robin noted that Paul had used the list to advertise the forthcoming Emerging Researchers in Ageing conference, and invited other members to make use of the list as well.

4. Links to other organisations

As at previous meetings, Robin requested suggestions for links to other organisations and noted that members should feel free to invite others to join the network and attend meetings.

5. Research update

Robin reported that a special issue of the Journal of Care Services Management on housing and dementia had just been published, edited by Sue Garwood.

Sheila reported that the OU/BBC series on extra care housing, focusing on the Lovat Fields village in Milton Keynes, had been edited and was waiting for a transmission date, possibly beginning in June. The series will consist of six half-hour programmes on BBC1, and she was hoping that the programmes will be broadcast at 9:00 p.m., but 10:30 p.m. was more likely. The programmes will be followed by another BBC series involving Gerry Robinson looking at dementia and care homes. The title of the series about Lovat Fields will be ‘Silverville’. In conjunction with the series the OU is conducting an online survey, available on www.open2.net, on the funding of care and support. The survey will continue until the series is transmitted and the data will be made available to the DH. To date, the website for the survey has received 800 hits.

Alex reported that the Department for Communities and Local Government intends to examine sheltered housing, and that the Extra Care Awards Competition, which Karen and Simon Evans are working on with the EAC, will be extended to all housing for older people. A card game is being developed to elicit residents’ views on housing.

6. Proposed journal article on Housing and Support

Robin and Sheila reported that they would be having a discussion about progress on the article following the meeting.
7. Future programme and topic and date for next meeting
Paul and his colleagues have offered to give a presentation on their project ‘Extracare: Meeting the Needs of Fit and Frail Older People?’ at the next full meeting, which will be held in October/November, date to be confirmed. [Date of next meeting: 14th October 2009.]
Robin noted that an informal lunchtime meeting had been held at recent annual conferences of the British Society of Gerontology. It was agreed to explore the possibility of demonstrating the card game for the Extra Care Awards Competition at the conference in Bristol in September, together with the visual game developed by Sheila and her colleagues in the National Consumer Study of 100 Local Authority Old People’s Homes. It was agreed that Robin would contact the conference organisers to book a room for the meeting, and discuss the arrangements for the session with Alex, Karen and Sheila. [Date of meeting: 3rd September 2009.]
Robin invited suggestions for presentations at the meetings of the network next year.

8. Any other business 
Anthea noted that she and others had concerns about the high rate of rejections of submissions for the forthcoming International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics World Congress in Paris in July, since the papers that had been accepted were not very representative of UK gerontology.
9. Presentation by Karen Croucher, Centre for Housing Policy, University of York
Title: Hartfields: Telling the Story (Karen Croucher and Mark Bevan).
A copy of the presentation is available (http://www.hcoprnet.org.uk/docs/croucher20090422.ppt).

10. Discussion of presentation
The meeting closed with a discussion of Karen’s presentation.
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