Housing and Care for Older People Research Network

Fourth Meeting, Tuesday 25th April 2006, 12:30–15:30,

London School of Economics, Lionel Robbins Building, Room 407

Minutes

1. Welcome and introductions

Present: Robin Darton (PSSRU), Laura Dawson (PSSRU), Jane Dennett (PSSRU), Lisa Nash (PSSRU), Ann Netten (PSSRU), Ann-Marie Towers (PSSRU), Deborah Clogg (Oxford Brookes), Karen Croucher (York), Simon Evans (UWE), Julienne Hanson (UCL), Sheila Peace (OU), Anthea Tinker (KCL), Judith Torrington (Sheffield), Hedieh Wojgani (UCL), Fay Wright (KCL).

Apologies: Bernadette Bartlam (Keele), Theresia Bäumker (PSSRU), John Bergin (Wolverhampton), Miriam Bernard (Keele), Alison Bowes (Stirling), Jannet James (retired, formerly University of Hull), Leonie Kellaher (London Metropolitan), Peter Lansley (Reading), Helen Ogilvy (Helen Ogilvy Associates), Moira Owens (Wolverhampton), Judith Phillips (Swansea), Jeremy Porteus (Care Services Improvement Partnership, DH), Mary Taylor (Stirling), Sarah Vallelly (Housing 21).

2. Minutes of third meeting, 17th October 2005

The minutes of the third meeting were agreed. (Note that Helen Ogilvy’s affiliation has been corrected in item 1, above.)

3. Membership list, discussion list and website

Following the discussion at the previous meeting, Nick Brawn of the PSSRU had investigated the requirements for the development of an electronic mailing list using the national JISCmail system. The mailing list would function as a discussion list for those who joined the list. Members agreed that their contact details should be added to the list once it had been set up. Details of the joining procedure would then be circulated to others identified as potentially interested, including members of organisations such as the BSG.

Robin noted that it had been agreed at the previous meeting that it was premature to establish a website for the network. However, since a website was necessary for the creation of the research activities database (see item 4), the PSSRU had registered a website (domain name www.hcoprnet.org.uk), and a holding page had been created for the website. Nick Brawn and Andrew Fenyo at the PSSRU had been responsible for this development.

Robin noted that minutes of the meetings of the network could be made available via the website, and requested the views of the group about the acceptability of this. This was agreed, in principle. Anthea suggested that members should be able to indicate topics that should not be included in the public version of the minutes, and it was agreed that the minutes circulated to members of the group should include a reserved business section. It was suggested that a members’ area could be created in the website for circulating material to members of the group, and it was agreed to pursue this suggestion.

4. Research activities database

Robin reported that Andrew Fenyo had developed the research activities database, linked to the website (see item 3), and tabled a printed version for discussion. Members queried how information about projects with multiple investigators would be entered into the database to identify the lead researcher or researchers. Robin explained that the individual providing the details about a project would be asked to enter the names and e-mail addresses of the investigators, and identify the lead researcher or researchers and the external contact. The system would then issue a message to each researcher to ask them to provide their details, unless this information had already been provided.

Karen suggested that a set of keywords should also be included for methodological information about research projects, and that a search mechanism based on the keywords should be incorporated into the database. Karen offered to supply a list of keywords drawn from her literature review, and it was agreed to examine the incorporation of a search mechanism. Robin noted that the check boxes in the section on areas of activity could be expanded, using the information recorded in the initial versions of the database, and that the general aim was to make the process of entering the details of projects as simple as possible, consistent with creating a useful system of information.

5. Links to other organisations

It was agreed that the website should include a link to the BSG website, the Housing Studies Association and the Care Home Forum. It was agreed that better links were needed with housing and architecture, and the members with knowledge of these areas were asked to make suggestions of potential links.

6. Next meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting should be held at the BSG conference in Bangor in September, and that Robin would contact Ingrid Eyers to discuss the possibility of a joint meeting with the Care Home Forum. It was agreed that the next full meeting would be held in London in the autumn.

7. Any other business

Simon Evans invited everybody to the launch of the report Opening Doors to Independence on 26th April, concerning the contribution of extra care housing to supporting older people with dementia.

8. Presentation by Karen Croucher, Centre for Housing Policy, University of York

Title: Housing and Care for Later Life: Expectations, Evidence and Reality.

Synopsis: This presentation will draw on a recently published extensive review of the evidence related to the effectiveness of housing with care for later life, and the emerging findings from an on-going longitudinal study of seven different housing with care schemes for older people to explore how well new and emerging models of housing meet the expectations of policy makers and older people, particularly around the key issues of: choice, care provision, and community.

Copies of the JRF Findings ‘Housing with Care for Later Life: A Literature Review’ (http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialcare/0076.asp) were circulated at the meeting.

9. Discussion of presentation

The meeting closed with a discussion of Karen’s presentation.
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