Capturing daily life in retirement developments: methodological issues

Exploring the development and impact of new and remodelled housing developments aimed at older people, involves a complex array of research tools.  Bringing such complexity together in a meaningful and integrated way poses significant challenges at all stages of the research process, from design, to fieldwork, analysis, writing up and publication.  The importance of using a variety of research methods when seeking to understand complex human experience is well established. However, the paradigmatic, political and practical challenges of doing so are less well debated and documented. Lack of understanding of these issues, and the corresponding gap in the research literature, is potentially a serious threat to the integrity of the evidence base on which both service provision and policy making are formulated.  

This symposium brings together colleagues who are currently undertaking research on a range of initiatives around the UK in order to examine the methodological challenges we face.    It will include short presentations from each participant, followed by an open discussion of the issues.  Participants include:

Karen Croucher, York University – ‘Hartfields: what documentary evidence does, and doesn’t tell us’.

Julienne Hanson, on behalf of the interdisciplinary team from UCL and King's College London - ‘Remodelling sheltered housing and residential care: methodological challenges’.

Bernadette Bartlam on behalf of the Keele team – ‘Denham Garden Village: the challenges of developing a participatory action research project’.

Robin Darton, on behalf of PSSRU team, Kent - 'DH supported schemes:

self-completed or interviewer-administered tools; and staff or residents as respondents?'

Simon Evans, University of the West of England, Bristol.  ‘Research or marketing? The challenges of managing relationships with funders.’ 

Discussant: Sheila Peace
Discussion will address the following kinds of questions and issues:

· When, as researchers, is it most appropriate to become involved in evaluations and research of these kinds?

· What are appropriate designs for research of this nature?

· Can we develop comparative tools across projects and, if so, which are the key issues we need to address?

· What political challenges do we face when it comes to writing up, presenting findings and getting agreement over publication?
